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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, MI, RH, MZ 

SUBJ: DISCUSSION WITH PRES BANDA 

SUMMARY: LENGTHY GENERAL DISCUSSION WITH LIPE PRES BANDA AT 
AMB'S REQUEST PRIOR DEPARTURE POR CONSULTATIONS WAS PRANK 
AND INFORMATIVE ON RHODESIAN AND MOZAMBIQUE RELATIONS. ON FORMER, 
BANDA SAID HE FAVORS NEGOTIATED NKOMO-SMITH SETTLEMENT OVER SITHOLE 
GUERILLA WAR, CLAIMING HE HAS HAD MODERATING INPLUENCE ON SMITH 
VIA VORSTER AND THAT HE HAS MADE STRONG CASE POR NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT TO KAUNDA. BANDA SAID HE WAS NOT SURPRISED AT PRESENT 
ANC SPLIT AS IN HIS VIEW ANC NEVER HAD MEMBERSHIP INDEPENDENT 
OP ZAPU AND ZANU FACTIONS. RE MOZAMBIQUE, PRES ADMITTED HE 
HAS NO CONTACT WITH FRELIMO LEADERSHIP BUT GAVE ACCOUNT OF 
CLOSE UNOPFICIAL CONTACTS IMPLYING THAT IP NOTHING ROCKS THE 
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BOAT RELATIONS MAY BE EXPECTED TO IMPROVE. AMB BROUGHT UP RECENT 
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DIFFICULTIES IN GETTING 

GOM APPROVALS FOR PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS (PCVS) POINTING OUT 
PRESENT LEVEL OF SIXTEEN PCVS RAISES QUESTION OF FUTURE OF PROGRAM. 
PRES SHOWED SOME RESTRICTURE OF 30- YEAR AGE MINIMUM. AMB 
PRESENTED US CASE ON KOREAN ISSUE AT 30TH UNGA (REPORTED SEPTEL, 
BRIEFED PRES ON THE SECRETARY'S OAU TOAST REMARKS AND GAVE 
RUNDOWN OF USAID ACTIVITIES IN MALAWI. BANDA EMPHASIZED HE CON- 
TINUES TO SUPPORT THE WEST, WHICH HE SAID WAS BASCIALLY THE US AND 
EXPRESSED SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR USAID PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY NEW 
PROJECT FOR EXPANSION OF BUNDA COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE. HE 
STRESSED AS USUAL THAT MALAWI HAS ITS OWN UNIQUE INSTITUTIONS 
SUITABLE TO ITS OWN CONDITIONS AND SHOULD NOT BE JUDGED BY FOREIGN 
STANDARDS. THE LIFE PRES WAS IN GOOD SPIRITS, EXHIBITING REMARK- 
ABLE ZES FOR A MAN OF HIS AGE. HE APPEARED TO WELCOME OPPORTUNITY 
TO EXHCANGE VIEWS FOR AN HOUR AND THREE-QUARTERS DESPITE BUSY 
SCHEDULE PRIOR TO CLOSING SESSION OF MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY'S 
ANNUAL CONVENTION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMB AND DCM CALLED ON LIFE PRES H. KAMUZU BANDA 
SEP 26 AT STATE HOUS IN ZOMBA. MEETING WAS AT AMB'S 
REQUEST TO SOLICIT PRESIDENT'S VIEWS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE EOR 
WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS. BANDA WAS FRIENDLY AND FRANK 
AND SEEMED GENERALLY PLEASED TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO STATE HIS 
VIEWS. 

2. RHODESIA AND ANC: REPLYING TO REQUEST FOR HIS VIEW OF 
PRESENT RHODESIAN SITUATION BANDA LAUNCHED INTO LONG 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY IN CENTRAL AFRICA 
SAYING BACKGROUND NECESSARY TO UNDERSTAND CURRENT SITATUION. 
THROUGHOUT, HE STRESSED HIS OWN ROLE AS MOVING FORCE BEHIND 
NATIONALISM IN ALL THREE EX-FEDERATION TERRITORIES. HE MADE 
FOLLOWING SPECIFIC POINTS: 

A. ANC LEADERSHIP: 

RHODESIAN NATIONALISTS WERE IRRESOLUTE AND LATE STARTERS. WHEN 
TALKING OF OLD ACQUAINTANCE JOSHUA NKOMO, PRES DID NOT CAST 
HIM IN GOOD LIGHT IMPLYING HE WAS DEVIOUS AND INDECISIVE, HAVING 
SOLD OUT AFRICAN CAUSE IN PAST. HOWEVER, BANDA BELIEVES HE HAS 
MATURED AND CAN BE COUNTED ON TO BE MORE RELIABLE. HE TERMED 
SITHOLE A RADICAL WHOM HE FELT WAS DELUDING HIMSELF BY BELIEVING 
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FRELIMO INDPENDENCE OFFERED EXAMPLE FOR RHODESIA. RE THIS, 

BANDA SAID IT WAS COMPLETELY UNREALISTIC TO COMPARE WHITE 
RHODESIANS TO PORTUGUESE STRESSING FORMER WERE CAPABLE OF 
FIGHTING LONG AND BLOODY WAR AND THAT IN ANY CASE MOZAMBIQUE 
INDPENDENCE HAD BEEN DECIDED IN LISBON WHEREAS RHODESIA HAD NO 
COLONIAL CAPITAL. PRES ALSO EXPRESSED VIEW THAT ANC HAS NO 
MEMBERSHIP OF ITS OWN, BEING COMPOSED OF ZAPU, ZANU, AND FROLIZI 
AND THUS BISHOP MUZOREWA HAS NO ORGANIZATION. HE CONCLUDED THAT 
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PRESENT SPLIT WAS INEVITABLE. 

B. IAN SMITH: 

PRES CLAIMED RHODESIAN PREMIER IS BECOMING MORE REASONABLE, 
PREPARING RHODESIA EOR EVENTUAL SHARING OE POWER WITH BLACKS. 
BANDA TOOK CREDIT EOR BEING MODERATING INELUENCE ON SMITH 
VIA SOUTH AERICAN PREMIER VORSTER WITH WHOM HE PRACTICES POLICY 
OP "CONTACT AND DIALOGUE." IN THIS REGARD, BANDA REQUESTED 
AMB TO TAKE HOME MESSAGE "THAT NOT ALL WHITE LEADERS IN 
APRICA WERE BAD." 

C. KAUNDA: 

BANDA BELIEVES THAT ZAMBIAN PRES KAUNDA WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ACCEPT NKAOMA-SMITH SETTLEMENT, ADDING THAT HE HAD POINTED OUT 
TO KAUNDA THAT BOTH HE AND KAUNDA HAD NEGOTIATED THEIR 
CONSTITUTIONS, GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION AND ULTIMATE MAJORITY 
CONTROL STEP BY STEP AND THAT THESE EXAMPLES WERE VALID EOR 
RHODESIA. 

3. COMMENT: BANDA GAVE WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO BE FRANK AND FAIR 
ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION. WHILE PRESENTATION WAS LARGELY HISTORICAL 
PRINCIPAL THRUST WAS THAT NKOMO DEAL WITH SMITH IS PRE- 
FERABLE TO GUERILLA WAR THREATENED BY SITHOLE AABOUT WHICH BANDA 
IS OBVIOUSLY NOT OPTIMISTIC RE CHANCES OF SUCCESS. 

4. MOZAMBIQUE: BANDA DISPLAYED PLEASURE WHEN AMB 
MENTIONED OUR AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
MOZAMBIQUE. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT ALTHOUGH GOM DID NOT HAVE 
CONTACT WITH FRELIMO LEADERSHIP, THERE WERE AMPLE SIGNS OF GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES INCLUDING EXHCANGES OF VISITS 

FOR CLEBRATIONS AND CORDIAL RECEPTION ACCORDED MALAWI DELEGATION 
BY VICE PRES DOS SANTOS DURING RECENT LOURENCO MARQUES TRADE FAIR. 
PRES STRESSED INTERDEPENDENCE, CITING SEVERAL 
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FRELIMO OFFICALS NOW UTILIZING MECIAL FACILITIES IN MALWI AND FACT 
THAT MALAWI AGRICULTURE PRODUCE FEEDS MOZAMBIQUE POPULATION IN 
BORDER AREAS. HE ALSO NOTED THERE WAS NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENT IN 
SHIPPING MALAWIAN GOODS THROUGH PORTS OF NCALA AND BEIRA. 
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5. COMMENT: BANDA'S MESSAGE WAS THAT HE WANTS TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH MOZAMBIQUE BUT THAT HE REALIZES HE WILL 
HAVE TO BE PATIENT AND PROCEED IN PRACTICAL STEP-BY-STEP 
WAY. 

6. BILATERAL: AMB HANDED PRES EXCERPTS FROM THE 
SECRETARY'S RECENT REMARKS TO OAU FOREIGN MINISTERS AND UN 
PERMREPS, COMMENTING THAT WHILE HE SHOULD EXPECT US TO STAND 
UP FIRMLY FOR WHAT WE BELIEVED RIGHT WE WERE NONETHELESS RE- 
ASSESSING SOME POLICIES TOWARD DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND WOULD CONTINUE 

TO BE SENSITIVE TO THEIR INTERESTS AND RECEPTIVE TO THEIR NEEDS. 

AMB THEN GAVE BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ON-GOING USAID PROJECTS 
INCLUDING CHIKWAWA-BANGULA ROAD, LILONGWE-MCHINJI-ZAMBIAN 
BORDER ROAD AND NEW PROJECT FOR EXPANDING BUNDA COLLEGE OF 
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AGRICULTURE. PRES EXPRESSED WARM GRATITUDE FOR OUR AID SHOWING 
PARTICULAR PLEASURE OVER FACT WE HAD DECIDED TO CONTINUE AID 
TO BUNDA. 

7. PEACE CORPS: AMB MENTIONED RECENT DIFFICULTIES IN 
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GETTING GOM APPROVALS FOR PCVS APPARENTLY ON GROUNDS OE IN- 
SUFEICIENT AGE AND EXPERIENCE. HE POINTED OUT THAT NUMBER 
OE PCVS WAS NOW DOWN TO SIXTEEN, A FACT WHICH RAISED ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE QUESTIONS WITH REGARD TO OVERHEAD COSTS. AMB NOTED 
THERE ARE SUEEICIENT REQUESTS EROM GOM TO BRING TOTAL TO MORE 
REASONABLE LEVEL OF 25 TO 30 IF NOMINEES COULD BE APPROVED, 
ADDING THAT EOR PAST TWO YEARS WE HAVE RECEIVED NOTHING BUT 
PRAISE EOR WORK OF PCVS FROM GOM MINISTRIES. PRES BANDA, 

WHILE NOT MAKING ANY COMMITMENT OE OVER-ALL NUMBER, AGREED TO 
CONSIDER EACH APPLICATION ON ITS MERITS WITHOUT INSISTING ON 
A THIRTY- YEAR AGE MINIMUM. 

HOEFMAN 
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